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“Butane and Sian are going to do 
remixes at some point. People who have 
come to the club and are friends, they’re 
all busy in their own right, but we’re 
getting them to help us too.
“It’s an outlet for all of us. We want to 
release music on other labels as well but 
it’s getting the word out about Hawaii 
and having a label based in Hawaii. We 
want to keep inspiring local people, 
local DJs. The scene has grown so much 
in the last few years. People really trust 
what we’re doing so that’s why it works.”

GOING OVERGROUND
However, the prospect of Asylum 
becoming more popular raises 
something of a catch 22. Though its 
visibility has undoubtedly increased 
since its high ranking in the Top 100 
Clubs, and its guests are a who’s who of 
electronic music movers and shakers, 
Asylum is, to all intents and purposes, 
an underground club. Without knowing 
where exactly it is, you’d never fi nd it; its 
location is shrouded in enigma; to those 
who’ve never been, even on the island, 
its myth precedes it. Offi cially, it’s a 
private member’s club, though “guests 
are welcome” with a special pass. 
Ultimately, if it gets bigger, it runs the 
risk of losing its down-low status and 
credibility. This irony isn’t lost on its 
residents.
“We want to get bigger, we want to grow, 
but we have to choose our steps wisely,” 
admits Darren. “I think it’s really good 
what we have now. Maybe we’d do 
things under a different name. The next 
step as far as the club goes is to keep 
doing what we’re doing. Booking the 
hot talent. I think what happens, 
happens.”
“We want to do bigger events at other 
venues,” adds Willis. “Try to keep Asylum 
itself with that underground vibe, keep it 
under wraps.”

Whatever occurs with Asylum itself — 
and it seems things are only set to blow 
up exponentially for them — it’s clear 
that their infl uence on the Hawaii scene 
has been huge in those three years. 
Where previously there was a dearth of 
clubs playing decent dance music, now, 

across the island chain, there are house, 
techno, drum & bass and dubstep 
events and club nights. With even the 
pop charts on the US mainland 
percolating to commercial dance sounds 
now (thanks to the Guetta/Afrojack/
Skrillex effect), and that sound 
becoming popular on radio stations in 
Honolulu, the underground is 
benefi ting too, with the heads educated 
by nights like Asylum creating ever-
greater demand for deeper dance in 
Hawaii. 
“In Hawaii there’s not just us, there’s a 
lot of DJs in different scenes, the trance 
scene, the dubstep scene,” reckons Loic 
Tambay. “Everybody’s kind of expanded, 
that’s what’s really cool, there’s a lot 
more attention to it. With us, the 
attention we’ve got is going to fuel 
Hawaii, it’s getting there.”
“All the parties that are happening right 
now, people are becoming better 
educated with the music, with the 
artists, music other than Afrojack,” adds 
Bernie’s Diction. “It’s not a big deal, 
people like that, that’s fi ne.  I respect all 
kinds of music, I really do, but I really 
love the chance to play for a younger 
crowd, cos then they get to hear 
something more intelligent and three-
dimensional. There’s still room for a lot 
of growth but a lot of stuff has been 
happening, so many more people are 
into it, knowing more underground 
artists that never would have been 
known if Asylum hadn’t been here.”
The future, however it unfolds for the 
Asylum crew, seems assuredly as bright 
as the blazing Hawaiian sunshine. 
Especially if Honolulu becomes a 
clubbing destination for a new 
generation of American — or worldwide 
— clubbers. Its proximity to the West 
Coast and California, somewhere that 
dance music is particularly kicking off 
now, could even make it that supposed 
“next Ibiza”. That’s something that 
Adam (aka Fathom) recognises all too 
well. “We are in the midpoint for a lot of 
people who might fl y to LA, but we also 
don’t have anything too close to us. It 
has potential to be a major Mecca for 
electronic music in the next 10 years. 
That’s what we’re trying to do.”

FATHOM 
(ADAM KANEKOA)
FROM: Hawaii 
(but grew up in 
Tucson, Arizona)
PLAYS: “I’ll throw 
a straight up deep 
house set down, a 
heavy techno set 
down, or even a 
breaks set here 
and there. “
GIGS: Asylum, 
Global Dance 
Festival, Epix

HIGHER 
CONCEPT, 
AKA HI-C 
(CHRIS CHARTIER)
FROM: Providence, 
Rhode Island (USA)
PLAYS: “Deep moody, 
intelligent, tech house, 
techno, disco kind of 
funk. Guy Gerber, 
Lopazz, Manik is really 
good right now, the 
Hot Natured guys, 
along those lines.”
GIGS: Thirtyninehotel, 
Loft Hawaii, Indigos 
Ultra Lounge

DJ ZANE 
(DARREN ZANE)
FROM: Hawaii
PLAYS: 
The tech house of 
Martin Buttrich to 
the disco-tech 
sound of My 
Favorite Robot
GIGS: Living 
Room, Asylum
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