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The main room tucks the DJ booth into 
its corner, with mirrors refl ecting the 
DJs and a phantasmagoria of lights. The 
devil is in the detail, with lots of little 
touches dotted around displaying the 
creativity of the crew. The sound is 
crystal-clear and laden with indecent 
spoonfuls of bass, tough minimal 
techno pumping out with Bernie’s 
Diction at the helm. The inmates are 
already a whooping, hollering mass. No 
space for posing or chin-stroking here. 
In-keeping with Hawaii’s broad ethnic 
demographic, the crowd are a blend, 
Asian people, Polynesian, white 
Americans all in the heady mix. When 
Lopazz takes to the decks, the crowd 
noticeably shift up a gear; dropping 
beasts like the DJ T remix of Phreek Plus 

this publication to the club’s existence 
in 2010 — dropping in. After its third 
birthday celebrations in December, 
which saw Detroit legend and arguably 
the originator of techno himself Juan 
Atkins appearing at the club (“…it was 
awesome. For the three-year 
anniversary, it was a landmark event for 
us. He founded the movement of techno 
music,” says resident Bernie’s Diction), 
DJ Mag has been invited to fi nd out 
what the club is really like, rather than 
rely on conjecture and hearsay. With 
electronic genius Lopazz playing during 
our visit — the producer behind many of 
DJ T’s hits and his own succession of 
killer cuts for Output, Get Physical, 
Cocoon and Poker Flat — alongside the 
residents, it seems like a recipe for just 
the madness that the club’s name 
entails. 

Beforehand, we head to the Thirtynine 
Hotel, a club set up by original acid 
house icon DJ Harvey and run today by 
DJ and promotions manager Timothea 
Lee. With Willis, Darren and Lopazz all 
doing warm-up sets at the venue, it’s a 
fascinating glimpse at another side of 
Hawaii and its clubs. Amid the low-rise 
city blocks and late night urban 
atmosphere of Chinatown, a gritty scene 
far from the plush, expensively 
manicured environs of tourist haven 
Waikiki, we’re ushered up a staircase 
and into a large white space a little like 
an art gallery, with cool Asian-inspired, 
hypermodern graffi ti murals adorning 

the walls. The DJ booth is elevated at 
one end, with a huge bookcase behind 
fi lled with old records, knick-knacks, 
ornaments and found ephemera. Willis 
plays cuts by Soul Clap and Waifs & 
Strays’ ‘Body Shiver (Hot Natured 
Remix)’, while Darren keeps the disco-
tech fl avour intact by dropping My 
Favorite Robot’s ‘Forest Fires’ and 
Tensnake’s ‘I Need Your Lovin’’. Though 
not full, the place gets busier as the 
night progresses, with the more 
adventurous hitting the fl oor to bust 
moves. There’s a sense, though, that 
the main event is to come, and we 
depart to witness the real reason for our 
visit. 

MAHOLO 
VERY MUCH!
DJ/producer Lopazz on Asylum
“Asylum is very special, it’s like a 
private club. It’s a close posse, 
they stick together, they know 
each other really well. I’ve been 
amazed by the quality of the local 
DJs. I must say the guys play 
really good music.”

MADNESS
Pulling up outside Asylum, a familiar 
feeling of excitement mingled with 
trepidation fi lls our stomach. Where 
exactly is the club? We’re on a 
residential street, and at ground level 
there’s nothing visible beyond a garage. 
There’s no sign of the venue itself. 
Suddenly, a door creaks open up a fi re 
escape, and the muffl ed thump of 
electronic funk issues out. We ascend 
into the maelstrom. Inside, we’re 
beckoned into an antechamber, the 
ceiling covered in illuminated tiles with 
the names of DJs who’ve previously 
played emblazoned on each. A warren 
of dark rooms, each with distinctive 
features, it’s a rave den that’s already 
got a dedicated crowd dancing. 

BERNIE’S 
DICTION 
(Ernie Kanekoa)

FROM: Hawaii (but 
grew up in Tucson, 
Arizona)
PLAYS: “Techno 
and deep house. I 
just like intelligent 
music. When all 
these glitchy 
sounds are coming 
out, people trip out 
on it.”
GIGS: Asylum

WILLIS 
HALTOM
FROM: Virginia
PLAYS: A mixture 
of deep house, 
techno and 
electronic disco
GIGS: As well as 
Asylum, Willis has 
played Culprit, 
LA, The End Up, 
San Francisco and 
Spybar, Chicago
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